PRISON LECTIONARY—RELEASE FORM
www.prisonlectionary.net
First Name

____________________________________________________

Last Name

____________________________________________________

Identification Number

____________________________________________________

Correctional Facility

____________________________________________________

Facility Address

____________________________________________________

I __________________________ (print name) give my permission for the Prison Lectionary website to publish my
art and/or writing (described below) with the knowledge that:
1) Publication is not guaranteed but conditional on compliance with the policies on the reverse of the page.
2) My work will remain on the Prison Lectionary website as long as the site exists.
3) Prison Lectionary is a non-profit effort and there is currently no compensation given to authors or artists.
4) Prison Lectionary will copy and return my work along with a copy of this release.
Description of Work (each work is a separate number):

1.____________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature

____________________________

Date:

____________________________________

Prison Lectionary may not use the real names of prisoners in Illinois. Initials will be used instead.
Print my name like this: _________________________________
Personal Biography: write a personal introduction (50 words or less) to accompany your work on the website. This may
include age, race, hometown, religious affiliation, interests, etc. No details of your cases or convictions, please.
____________________________________________________________________________________ ___________
____________________________________________________________________________________ ___________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ ___________
Mail to the following address:
PrisonLectionary.net
PO Box 8341 Chicago IL 60608

What is Prison Lectionary?
Prison Lectionary is a virtual space devoted to biblical interpretation by artists and authors incarcerated in jails
or prisons in the United States. The purpose of this endeavor is two-fold. First, Prison Lectionary will provide a
forum for the voices of prisoners, who are the most authoritative witnesses to incarceration. Second, Prison
Lectionary will serve as a repository of information for pastors and others as they study the Revised Common
Lectionary texts or other Scriptures.

What is the Lectionary?
The Revised Common Lectionary is a three-year cycle of weekly readings used to varying degrees by the vast
majority of mainline Protestant churches in Canada and the United States. It is built around the seasons of the
Church Year, and includes four readings for each Sunday, as well as additional readings for major holidays.
During most of the year, the readings are: a reading from the Hebrew Bible, a Psalm, a reading from the
Epistles, and a Gospel reading. During the season of Easter, the Hebrew Bible reading is usually replaced
with one from the Acts of the Apostles.

Who may submit writing or artwork to Prison Lectionary?
Prison Lectionary will accept submissions from anyone incarcerated in the United States.

What kind of writings and art are welcome?
Prison Lectionary invites any interpretive writing or art that engages with a biblical text. Texts from the Revised
Common Lectionary are assigned to specific authors, but anyone is welcome to choose a biblical passage and
submit a one-page reflection, a drawing, a prayer, or a poem based on the text. In the future, we also plan to
publish book reviews, poetry, devotions, and articles on prison ministry and the criminal justice system.

What kinds of writings or art WILL NOT be published on Prison Lectionary?
Prison Lectionary seeks to foster a safe and respectful space for dialogue around the Bible and issues related
to Mass Incarceration. Therefore, Prison Lectionary WILL NOT publish anything that advocates violence or
disrespects anyone on the basis of race, religion, gender, economic class, sexual orientation, political ideology,
or physical condition. Also, at the time, we are not publishing “testimonies.”

What is the preferred format?


Submissions should be no longer that one handwritten or typed page.



Lectionary commentary submissions should only engage one of the scripture passages that are
indicated in the Revised Common Lectionary.



Other submissions should be limited to only one passage of scripture.



“Contextualize” your reading of the scripture:
◦ What issue that you face in prison stands out when you read this passage?
◦ What does the passage say about that issue?
◦ What difference does that make in your daily life?
◦ You might end with a question or two for your reader to ponder.

